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49 CFR Ch. V (10–1–96 Edition)§ 556.1

and 1418) and section 552(b) of title 5 of
the U.S.C.).

[38 FR 2694, Jan. 29, 1973, as amended at 46
FR 2064, Jan. 8, 1981; 48 FR 44081, Sept. 27,
1983]

PART 556—EXEMPTION FOR IN-
CONSEQUENTIAL DEFECT OR
NONCOMPLIANCE
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AUTHORITY: Sec. 157, Pub. L. 93–492, 88 Stat.
1470 (15 U.S.C. 1417); delegation of authority
at 49 CFR 1.50.

SOURCE: 42 FR 7145, Feb. 7, 1977, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 556.1 Scope.
This part sets forth procedures, pur-

suant to section 157 of the Act, for ex-
empting manufacturers of motor vehi-
cles and replacement equipment from
the Act’s notice and remedy require-
ments when a defect or noncompliance
is determined to be inconsequential as
it relates to motor vehicle safety.

§ 556.2 Purpose.
The purpose of this part is to enable

manufacturers of motor vehicles and
replacement equipment to petition the
NHTSA for exemption from the notifi-
cation and remedy requirements of the
Act due to the inconsequentiality of
the defect or noncompliance as it re-
lates to motor vehicle safety, and to
give all interested persons an oppor-
tunity for presentation of data, views,
and arguments on the issues of incon-
sequentiality.

§ 556.3 Application.
This part applies to manufacturers of

motor vehicles and replacement equip-
ment.

§ 556.4 Petition for exemption.
(a) A manufacturer who has deter-

mined the existence, in a motor vehicle

or item of replacement equipment that
he produces, of a defect related to
motor vehicle safety or a noncompli-
ance with an applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standard, or who has re-
ceived notice of an initial determina-
tion by the NHTSA of the existence of
a defect related to motor vehicle safety
or a noncompliance, may petition for
exemption from the Act’s notification
and remedy requirements on the
grounds that the defect or noncompli-
ance is inconsequential as it relates to
motor vehicle safety.

(b) Each petition submitted under
this part shall—

(1) Be written in the English lan-
guage;

(2) Be submitted in three copies to:
Administrator, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Washington,
DC 20590;

(3) State the full name and address of
the applicant, the nature of its organi-
zation (e.g., individual, partnership, or
corporation) and the name of the State
or country under the laws of which it is
organized.

(4) Describe the motor vehicle or
item of replacement equipment, includ-
ing the number involved and the period
of production, and the defect or non-
compliance concerning which an ex-
emption is sought; and

(5) Set forth all data, views, and ar-
guments of the petitioner supporting
his petition.

(6) Be accompanied by three copies of
the report the manufacturer has sub-
mitted, or is submitting, to NHTSA in
accordance with part 573 of this chap-
ter, relating to its determination of the
existence of safety related defect or
noncompliance with an applicable safe-
ty standard that is the subject of the
petition.

(c) In the case of defects related to
motor vehicle safety or noncompli-
ances determined to exist by a manu-
facturer, petitions under this part
must be submitted not later than 30
days after such determination. In the
case of defects related to motor vehicle
safety or noncompliances initially de-
termined to exist by the NHTSA, peti-
tions must be submitted not later than
30 days after notification of the deter-
mination has been received by the
manufacturer. Such a petition will not
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